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OUR SANTA VEWETIA

Lets go back to the beginning for a minute. Remember the
Marin Indiens? Right here in our valley there were berries to eat,
squirrels to trap, and deer and elk in the hills, and fish from
the bey. And then this good food had to be cerried in baskets
or on poles back to camp. Where do you think the Miwok Indlans
might have camped around here? Most of this nice flat land where
our homes are now wes swampy long ago. And where did Don Timoteo
Nurphy have nis rancho? On a low hill overlooking his vast ranch
lands? Or nestled in a valley, protected from the weatner? Remeober
nis land grant was callea La Punta De San Pedro y Sarte Margerita
Y Las Gellinas. After Murphy died part of hies land west tc nils
brother, ilztnew, part of it went to his nephew, Lucas, and part
was B0lG Lo pey 2ff old debts. In 1856 the area 1o be called Santa
Venetia wee so0ld fcor deliqulent taxes for only $127.50. This is
& 10 mile stretca from U.S. 101 to lierine Eouleverd on the south
fork of Lae Gallines Creek.

In 1les?7, Henry Campbell bought & part of the property. It
web Lo Le known as "the golf course" until 1607. The property
adjolning tzls was bought by E.C. Steteon, & lawyer from San -
Frencisco. A few years later he bousht more propsrty fram Zawin
Kimball wni nea planned to es tatlish & stock rancn. 39 now St-tson
owned waatl we call Lizrinbridge (including the Seniz Venetie Midéle
School property) end land on ine otner siae 2f the roed now
ownec cC; Llue Jewlsn Crurch, the Czthzlic Cnurch and the Refecsl
Convelescent Hospitel. Tne memories of lleriem Stetzon (as & toy)
give us & good picture of 1life here in 1800. (Ey the wey,

Yeriam died only & few years &go - €9 tnis 1e not such "old"

nistory.)



g}ttle Meriam Stetson was only 1 1/2 years old when hils
femily moved here from San Francisco. They moved into the old Rose
hoﬁse (Built by Overned Rose, who hed sosucht hls fortune in zold
*in these hillse". The gold was of & poor grade and he did not
stay.) Todsy the old homne 1s the YUCA Center rignt along S8sn Pedro
Romd. Do you know itt? Well, in 1800 when the Stetsons moved here
there was no ges, no electricity, no telephone and even no mail
delivery. Water wae pumped by windmill from a well. The house was
1it by candles and kerosene lamps at night. The Stetsons had cows
and chickens. They made thelr own butter. A frult orchard and
emall vegetable gerden supplied some fresh produce. What a parzdlse
for a emell toy to play in! Althougn they had a cook and a man fﬁr
outdoor work, I am sure there were Jobs to be done &s !eriam
grew older. His fatner left for work each morning at 7:1E. He
drove to 3an Rafzel by horse &nd buggy. There ne took a ferry to
Tiburon, then another Terry from there to San Franclsco. How long
do you thnink 1t took him to get there? Tnere wes school for the
S=nte Venetle chnildren only when there were enough families with
chiléren living here to warrent the hiring of & tescher. And then
gomeone hzd the honor of hnaving the echooltezcher live at thelir
home! Meriam ended his echool years at 3an Rafael High. He rode in
with his fatmer in tne morning but walked nome - Drocecly over
tne filelas &na nills.

Tae Stetson family lived gnere for & long time., Gradually the
aree nasa more hones ana families. Taere wae & lunber yard. The
Romilara Kiln was nere. in ths early 1600's bric<s were mzde &t
tne Lerkspur =znd Sznta Venetla kilns. The cley found here was of

e gcod yualiity. Some were sent cty scow schooner to 5:z=n Frencisco



to help meke the Palace Hotel - a really granda notel.

The next bhg change in Banta Venetia came in 1614. A William
HcAlester bought a large pilece of the Murphy property in 1858.
When he died in 1602, the property went to his widow and 2 deuchters.
One of the dsughters was married to a man named Mabry Mcilahen
(pronounced ¥c May-nen). He was & realtor &na in 1%14 he hed a
dream. Most of the property wae on the hillside &nd so he filled
in some of tne marshland and nls "aream" took shape. He would
create a "modern day" Venice with canals, archways, boulevards
and & $250,000 hotel. There would be 3 miles f cznel (to be neld
by concrete walls) and 6 miles of levees. Thousands of troplcal
plante were trought in. Tanls was to Le the Gzrden Spot of the West.
{(Tne area to pe developed was by the now 7-11 Store, Meadow Avenue
ana Adrian Wey.Tne lovely notel and waterfall were to be on Santa
Mergarite Islend.) Mclazen's dresm was well received by the peonle
of nis day. Importent people from our stsate ceépltel in Sacremento
endorsed it. John Malarsn, Superintendent of Golden Gate Park, was
in charge of lendscape &nd planting. Openlng day for the project
was November 14, 16l4. Over %,000 people camne. They viewed his
plens, rode horsebacs on the bridsl tralls and floatea on gonaolas -
brought from Venice, Itely - on the csneals. Doesn't 1t sound grand’?
Rickt here in our nelgatornood! Bat wasl heprenec? Flret, our
counLrﬁ enitereda World war I &na everyone Jjolned in aefense work.
Seconé, cane th:s Depreesion of the 1830's. With s0 m&ny out of work
no one bougnt nis h}mes. Tne crezm was & alssppointment. Today
we have only the street of labry (his neme), Vendolas, end Rarien,
(his son's nzae, &ana tne crecked conerete wells along Gallinas

Creek. Ana thne memoriee of yesteryear.



Another dream thet did not proeper was thaet of a relliglous
group wno sterted & health cemp in Santa Venetia. Toey lived in
tents &and ate only cereal and nuts.

By 1047 Santa Venetis was quite & little community. The Marin
County Airport was on the property between Adrian Way and North
S8an Pearo Road (where the old shopplng center was). It had space
for many private plenes and wes popular witn thoee needing lescsons
to fly. Captain Wentz wae active in the community - lendlng his
bul.ding for meetings &nad partiee. We had an Improvement Aesoclation
witn 114 families celonging. They were ccncernea with such matiters
ae alrport nolse, a volunteer fire department, with weter lines
and street lights. A flre whistle wes decided upon - 1 long blast
meant a fire at the Golf Links area - 2 gzort blasts meant the
airport. All residents were to turn off their water at the sound of
the wnistle. The water pressure was g0 low 1t took almost 2 houres
to f11l & gallon Jug. Wnat would happen Af water waes needed for a
fire? Tne Improvement Aesoclation began inqulriee regarding e
proper croselng of Bighway 101. If a resident wanted to crose the
hignway to go into San Rafael, he had to walt until & epace in the
traffic, then qulckly pull out into the road. (It tosk 5 yeers of
nera work .y tnls comalttee before the State constructesd & proger
uncerpass sucn &8s We know now, F.E. Granless wes ch-irmen of this
com.ltitee for a iime. Do you know wnere Granlee Roadg ie?) A reguest
ves mede for home meil cGelivery. Tne Fost Office &t 3zn Refael
sent &n offiqial out to instruct tne reeidaentis on the proper
type of meil cox to tuy.

Toe Stetson femily so0ld the Northbridge sectiosn of treir

property. (The main sireel into tais ncusing section 1= celled
Merlam-brive.) No longer wouid morning end evening Grivers nave to



stop ana allow the catile LO CTrOBE ine road from the bern to the
grazing field. A echool was to te built on land vurcheased from
Mre. Stetson. Untll now the enildren rode & tus into 8an R=fael
for clesses. The new school would have & rooms ard a kindergarden
and & multi-purpose room. After much discussion the name Senta
Venetia Primary School wes decided upon. Now we know of 1t =e
Sants Venetia Micdle School. - and it ie much blgger. Toe school
was 8 community event. Local men offered thelr time and equipment
to cut down trees end remove the stumgs. On November 11, 1851 the
school mee cedlcated with Boy Scout Troop #3¢ and the school
children particivating. It wae a pleasant school with eacn class
aoor paintea a different color.

The bueinees community inecluded Sznta Venetlie Super Merket,
Tar:rant kealty Coapany (on the nill near the Puerto Suello Club),
Fred's Gerage, Ei11ll ancé Mrytle's Restzurant (waere Le Cualet
Basque is now), Wrays Pet Supplies, Wrays Beauty Salon, Tweedles
General Store (wnere 7-11 is now), Fenton's Nursery &nd Supplies,
Mscheao Ro:-fing ana George's Gellinese Beach. Tweedle's was quite
& popular stopping place - 1f one haden't alresady been to Cnine
Canp - for Sunday arivers. In 1882 alsl telepnones were instelled
Larouencul ¥Harin. Ko longsr would cellers aeer tne ooeretor and
her pleasent "numoer, pleese" on plexing up thae recelver!

16E0 ana Lime for cnange again! Tne J.D. O'Conner Coapsny
purchasea the ilarin County Alrpcrt in orger to builda 700 nomn:e
Ena & Enap;l?t Cenler on tae surroundlng arsa. Anstner eir stiri.
cevelopea & little furiner norts at tne 33ith Erstaers Reanes.

Avu Lazn Gnoss Fielad in Nov-lo was neoed the officisl County

1 - oo . CRES .
Airport. 1Ine ares esround the olé airport ws: garsnlend end tie



builders woulé use 80,000 yards of fill to push the weter back.
Wiere did they get tne dirt? Look &t the cliff Just acroes the
road! The local duck hunters would heve to go further down the
road toward Buck's Lending now. More homes weie bullt and more
families moved to S8ante Venetia. Two more schools were bullt -
Gallinas and John MacPneil. In 1666, shortly before he dieaqd,
Heriam Stetson sold the family; home to the Young Men's Coristlan
Assoclation for thelr San Rafeel nome &nd office. Some of the
lécal stores went out of buslness as more &na mcre famllies
found easlier shopping 2t San Rafsel and the new Northgste
Shopplng Center. Santa Venetle'es new cleim to fame is the worla-
famous Marin County Civic Center located on one of our beautiful

hills - slthough officislly in Sen Refsel city llmits!
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Industrial & Harbor
SAN RAFAEL

Here is the Harbor and Industrial area of San Ra-
fael-rapidly developing as a manufacturing and
distributing center for the Redwood Empire.
Payroll expansion, threugh new industrial man-
ufacturing plants and wholesole distributors here
contribute much to cconomic growth of all the aren.
The increased use of San Rofael Harbor as a service
and sales headguarlers for pvivate yackts adds to
this general development.

As the southern terminus of the Northwestern Pa
cific Railroad, San Rufael is the natural distriby.
ting center for the gateway to the Redwood Empire.




